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The NRA, the foremost guardian of the

traditional American right to “keep and
bear arms,” believes every law-abiding
citizen is entitled to the ownership and
legal use of firearms, and that every
reputable gun owner should be an
NRA member.
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Gun Owners Framed to Take the Fall for
a Crime They Did Not Commit

However gun control advocates couch their agenda these days, the end
result is always the same: innocent, upstanding people are scapegoated
for the evil acts of others who broke the law.

By Chris W. Cox

Golden Gear

Every year there are dozens of fine new products introduced to the
shooting and personal-protection industries. Even so, some distinguish
themselves as maybe a little more innovative, a bit higher in quality or a
tad more timely—and those earn a Golden Bullseye.

A Shooting lllustrated Staff Report

Mentor Initiative: Take Someone
To The Range This Month

Along with encouraging budding shooters to enroll with local NRA
Certified Instructors for expert training, mentors can provide actual places
to shoot that are safe and welcoming, help new shooters understand
firearm safety, handling and range protocol, and help them locate nearby
ranges.

By James C. Handlon

New Guns 2018

What was expected to be a year in which gun manufacturers played
a pat hand has turned into an unpredictable, high-stakes game
involving a number of wildcards.
Handguns . . . . .. 67
Rifles .. ....... 84
Shotguns . ... .. 92
A Shooting lllustrated Staff Report

Get Better on a Budget

You can get a lot better for not a lot of money if you train efficiently. Our
Ammo Editor shares tips for prudent practice.

By Richard Mann

Handbook

102

Concealed Carry 101

Carrying concealed typically involves a very steep learning curve. We've
flattened that curve somewhat, with this primer for newbies from a
respected firearm and personal-protection expert.

By Jeff Gonzales
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Americans. If you haven't touched an airgun
since your childhood 760 Pumpmaster,
learn more about what adult airguns offer.
From target shooting to pest control all the
way up to big game hunting, airguns are
the perfect tool for people who want to
shoot. Another plus? The cost of pellets is a

fraction of the cost of firearms ammunition.

Take it outside today at Crosman.com
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Budget Bullpup: High Tower Armory MBS95
Hi-Point Carbine Stock

The Hi-Point pistol-caliber carbine is a popular
budget firearm for many shooters, and the
company boasts that more than 750,000 have
been purchased by consumers across the
country. Now, owners of this platform can take
their carbine to the next level with this bullpup-
conversion stock from High Tower Armory. With
a simple furniture change, the carbine is
transformed into an easily maneuverable
defensive firearm with plenty of room for extras.

Smith & Wesson M&P M2.0 Compact
Torture Test: Part One

The Smith & Wesson M&P has proven to be a
go-to platform for use by individuals and
agencies all over America. Recently, the company
launched its upgraded M2.0 series of handguns
and supported the release with a compact
design built for concealed-carry. How does this
new platform stack up in terms of performance,
reliability and durability? We embarked on a
2,000-round test to find out.

| Carry:
FN 509 in a Galco Combat Master Holster

When the U.S. Army’s Modular Handgun System
program was in full swing, FN America dedicated
a million rounds of testing to its entry, which
eventually developed into the FN 509. This pistol
is a solid choice for personal protection, so we
built an everyday-carry kit around the platform
using materials from manufacturers including
5.11 Tactical, Galco Gunleather, Coast Products
and Ontario Knife Company.

News

FN America Kicks Off
‘Battle-Proven Tour’

Steyr Arms Launches
All-New Training
Academy

Springfield Armory
Professional
1911-A1

' Rise Armament 1121XR
6.5 Creedmoor Rifle

Gear
| I:f-"\]rMcMillan Mc3 Tactical
Legend Stock

Galco Quick
Slide Belt
Holster

rL,.J-
SIG SauerP320
X-Five ASP Air Pistol

Connect with Us @3 ] 2 (0)
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Some of the photographs in this magazine illustrate
specific shooting stances or positions in which it was
occasionally necessary to position the camera in front of
the muzzle for instructional purposes. At no time was a
loaded, functioning firearm used in these photographs;
special, deactivated guns or solid plastic gun simulators
were employed. In some cases the image was taken using
aremotely triggered camera.

WARNING: All technical data in this publication, especially
for handloading, reflect the limited experience of
individuals using specific fools, products, equipment and
components under specific conditions and circumstances
not necessarily reported in the article and over which the
National Rifie Association (NRA) has no control. The data
have not otherwise been tested or verified by the NRA. The
NRA, its agents, officers and employees accept no
responsibility for the results obtained by persons using
such data and disclaim all liability for any consequential
injuries or damages. See asterisked (*).

*NO ADVERTISED ITEM IS INTENDED FOR SALE IN THOSE
STATES, OR IN THOSE AREAS WHERE LOCAL RESTRICTIONS
MAY LIMIT OR PROHIBIT THE PURCHASE, CARRYING OR USE
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PURCHASING. MENTION OF A PRODUCT OR SERVICE IN
ADVERTISEMENTS OR TEXT DOES NOT NECESSARILY MEAN
THAT IT HAS BEEN TESTED OR APPROVED BY THE NRA.

OFFICIAL NRA POSITIONS ARE EXPRESSED ONLY IN
STATEMENTS BYLINED BY NRA OFFICERS OR IN ARTICLES
IDENTIFIED AS SUCH.

THE EDITORS ARE NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR UNSOLICITED
MANUSCRIPTS OR PHOTOGRAPHS.

Printed in the United States of America.
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TWO VERSATILE NEW FIREARMS.
ONE LEGENDARY PLATFORM.
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Feature-rich, accurate and reliable, the

Taurus 1911™
Commander

Taurus 1911™ Commander and Taurus 1911™ Officer

are more compact, lighter-weight versions of

Taurus 1911™
Officer

our long proven full-size. Always Bring It."

45 ACP // Matte Black Finish // Commander (8 shot capacity, 4.3" barrel, 38 0z.)
Officer (6 shot capacity, 3.5" barrel, 35 0z.) // Novak Drift Adjustable Front and Rear Sights
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LETTERS [Readers Forum

Letter from the Publisher

Dear Fellow Member,

For the fourth year in a row, NRA Publications is leading the charge to

promote safe shooting through our Mentor Initiative. And this year, it's

more important than ever, as our firearms freedom has come under at-
tack in light of national tragedies.

Despite the negative press in the wake of
the Florida school shooting, the NRA remains
committed to preserving our Second Amend-
ment rights. We all need to do our part to get
more Americans to stand with us.

That’s why I'm urging you to be a Mentor.

To take part in the NRA Mentor Initiative,
like 55,000 NRA members have done in the
past, all you have to do is take a new shooter
to the range during May 2018. This will give
you the opportunity to enter the Mentor
Sweepstakes, where you will have a chance to
win one of dozens of prizes.

This year the sweepstakes prizes are
brought to you by donors Taurus USA, Win-
chester Ammunition, Walker’s and Davidson'’s.

In the center of this issue, you'll find details about the Mentor Initiative
and the sweepstakes.

And because we believe every new shooter can benefit from NRA
membership, we encourage you to tell newcomers they can join by call-
ing (800) 977-4672 or going online to nra.org/mentor2018.

With the upcoming mid-term elections, where it will be imperative
for us to keep pro-gun majorities in the U.S. House and Senate, we need
new members who can expand our grassroots efforts to keep our right
to bear arms.

By lending a hand and introducing new shooters to our ranks, we can
show that NRA members are the good guys. So join me in becoming an

NRA Mentor!

Doug Hamlin
Executive Director, NRA Publications

Editor’s Note

Many readers wrote to express their displeasure with our covering a
Scottevest product in the March “Pro Shop” column, owing to the
company founder’s disparaging comments about his customers and
conservative Americans in general. Those comments were made after
the March issue went to press, so we could not pull the Scottevest
product from the article, which we would have done had he made his
insipid views known earlier.

While we found his company’s products to be worthy of coverage, as
potential customers we share your anger at the founder’s disrespect for
his fellow Americans and will not cover those products in the future.

—Ed Friedman
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We're Witty!

I got the joke in the review of the Midland
Arms Backpack shotgun in the March issue.
The comparison box showed the cost of the
Backpack shotgun versus various other prod-
ucts. One of those products was a 1-year digital
subscription to the New York Times. When | saw
that, | laughed so hard | had to stop reading.
The idea that anyone foolish enough to read
the New York Fishwrap would also have the
sense to be interested in Shooting lllustrated

is funny indeed. What is positively hilarious,
however, is the comparison. Measuring the
price of a Backpack shotgun to a New York Times
subscription is unfair—the Backpack shotgun
looks like a well-built, reliable traveling shotgun
affordably priced and well worth it. You and |
both know that a subscription to the New York
Times in any form is worth absolutely nothing.
Good one!

Scott James
via e-mail

Recoilless

Wiley Clapp mentioned in the March “Fightin’
Iron” column that he never laid eyes on the

90 mm recoilless rifle. | spent the good part of
a day while | was at ROTC Summer Camp

in 1969 in the company of three different
recoilless weapons. The camp was held at

Fort Indiantown Gap Military Reservation in
Pennsylvania. The class and range time covered
the 90 mm and 106 mm recoilless rifles and
the 3.5-inch rocket launcher (bazooka). Clapp
mentioned the backblast area—we were given
a very effective demonstration of its danger. A
wooden ammunition crate was placed directly
behind the breech of a 106 mm. When it was
fired, not only was the crate blown apart, some
of the pieces had holes burned through them
by the burning powder grains ejected from the
breech. The 106 mm was interesting because it
had a .50-caliber spotting rifle on it. When you
stood in the loader’s position to observe the
backblast area during firing, you saw a vision
out of Dante’s “Inferno.”

Johnsey Cabaniss
Roanoke, VA

Correspondence is welcomed
and encouraged

Write to: Shooting lllustrated | NRA
11250 Waples Mill Road, Fairfax, VA 22030-9400
e-mail: shootingillustrated@nrahg.org
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The accuracy potential of your rifle and scope is totally dependent on the integrity of your mounting b

system. Warne has become the industry standard of discerning hunters and shooters worldwide for
technical precision, scope-holding strength and ounce-counting efficiency. Trust our full range of
products to deliver uncompromising performance in the toughest conditions and throughout a life-

time of hard use. All are backed by Warne’s Lifetime Warranty.

CONFIDENCE IN EVERY SHOT.™
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THE ARMED CITIZEN®

IF YOU HAVE

A FIRSTHAND
“ARMED CITIZEN"
EXPERIENCE,

CALL NRA-ILA PR/
COMMUNICATIONS
AT (703) 267-3820.

Studies indicate that firearms
are used more than 2 million
times a year for personal
protection, and that the
presence of a firearm, without
a shot being fired, prevents
crime in many instances.
Shooting usually can be
justified only where crime
constitutes an immediate,
imminent threat to life, limb,
or, in some cases, property.
Anyone is free to quote or
reproduce these accounts.

Send clippings via e-mail to
armedcitizen@nrahq.org,

or by mail to “The Armed
Citizen,” 11250 Waples Mill
Road, Fairfax, VA 22030-
9400. For bonus features,
visit “The Armed Citizen Blog"”
at americanrifleman.org.
Share this column online at
nrapublications.org.

wansboro, N.C., lost a little of its small-town charm one day in February,

when a law enforcement officer and someone he had pulled over for a traf-

fic violation got into a tussle. Fortunately for officer Aaron Thompson, an
armed citizen, who was not too far behind, prevented the situation from escalat-
ing. Thompson had been on patrol when he noticed a box truck being driven er-
ratically. The vehicle pulled over when Thompson flashed his lights and siren, but
when the police officer exited his car, the truck driver took off. Thompson caught
up and the vehicle stopped again. This time, the police officer ordered the driver
out of the truck and took him to the side of the road, where the culprit started
“fighting or pulling away from the officer,” according to Swansboro Police Chief
Ken Jackson. A passing armed citizen saw the two men wrestling in the roadside
ditch. He stopped his car, grabbed his Smith & Wesson handgun and yelled at
the scoundrel to stop resisting. Upon noticing the gun, the suspect complied.
(Jacksonville Daily News, Jacksonville, N.C., 2/19/18)

n a second recent case of an armed citizen

helping out law enforcement, a Utah police
officer was scuffling with someone near a
clothing donation collection bin. A passerby
who was carrying a concealed handgun did
what a law-abiding gun owner would be
expected to do. He stopped his car, got
out, aimed at the assailant and yelled at him
to stop. The man scurried off and was later
arrested and charged with assaulting a law
enforcement officer. The officer sustained a
fractured eye socket and lacerations.
(Associated Press, Springville, Utah, 2/4/18)

Law-abiding citizens who have a firearm to
protect themselves or their loved ones
typically use the gun only as a last resort.
This was apparently the case in Tulsa, Okla.,
when the owners of a liquor store that was
being robbed tried other options first, but
eventually ended up shooting an armed
thief. The man entered the store with a
shotgun, and the owner’s daughter cooper-
ated with his demands for money, giving him
access to the cash register. Video surveil-
lance showed that the thug began to leave
but came back. While he was moving away,
the owner joined her daughter behind the
counter and grabbed a gun. They crouched
behind the cover until the bad guy came
back around to them and the owner then
fired. The troublemaker backed off, but came
back, grabbed the owner, pistol whipped her
and tried to wrestle the gun from her. At that
point, her adult daughter shot the intruder,
ending the situation. (Tulsa World, Tulsa,
Okla., 2/25/18)

n escaped convict is probably thinking

twice about his decision to try carjack-
ing someone while he was on the run from
corrections officers. Turns out, the driver of
the car he tried to take had a concealed-carry
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permit and was armed. The prisoner had
stolen a truck and escaped from custody

on Feb. 3, and several days later was in a
Department of Corrections medical facility
being treated for a gunshot wound. He was
originally imprisoned in 2003 on a 30-year
sentence for armed robbery. (Clarion Ledger,
Jackson, Miss., 2/7/18)

During a 911 call, a Georgia woman
reported she had shot a man who tried
to assault her after emerging from his hid-
ing place in a closet. She said she initially
tried to fight him off with a spoon, but he
was relentless in his attack. She had to
shoot to protect herself and her 12-year-old
daughter. When police arrived, they found
the wounded troublemaker lying outside
the home. Investigators say he apparently
stumbled out of the house before collapsing
on the ground. The miscreant later was pro-
nounced dead at a hospital. Police identified
him as a one-time child molester who was
listed on the state registry of sex offenders.
No charges were filed against the armed
citizen. (wtvy.com, Dothan, Ga., 2/6/18)

n armed citizen in Maryland said he

would have been content to “give [an
intruder] a pass” if only the troublemaker had
stayed away from the bedroom. But when
the suspect crashed through the bedroom
door, the retired teacher said he had no
choice. He fired, hitting the burglar twice.
The resident had woken up around midnight
to take some medicine when he heard noises
and thought an animal was scuttling around
outside. However, he then heard someone
walking through the house. The homeowner
holed up in his bedroom, but had his gun
at the ready. The evildoer fled through the
basement and was caught later by police.
(wusa9.com, Washington, D.C., 1/31/18) &
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STANDING GUARD

of America's greatest threats is a national

news media that fails to tell the truth.

When members of the news media ignore
truth and, instead, distort it to deceive
Americans to fit their own agenda, the demo-
cratic principles upon which our nation was
founded are threatened.

NRA members and gun owners have long
witnessed the media’s deliberate distortion
of the truth. Reporters who couldn't tell the
difference between a semi-automatic and a
sharp stick rush to the cameras with calls for
bans on all sorts of firearms and magazines
By Wayne LaPierre and anything else they can think of. Media

pundits mock the more than 100 million law-
abiding American gun owners, and the media
outlets waste no time in exploiting tragedy
to blame and shame NRA members for the
violent, criminal acts of deranged madmen.

In the nearly four decades I've been help-
ing the NRA defend our freedom, I've never
seen the national media consistently tell the

I have long believed, and often said, that one

Executive Vice President

GUN OWN ERS' truth about our Association and our Second
Amendment. But gun owners—and the free-
AND THE dom we fight to preserve—have never been as
FREEDOM savagely attacked as during the past year.
Think about it. Is there an evil, nasty name
WE FIGHT TO the media hasn't called us? Killers. Crazy. Gun

PRESERVE. HAVE nuts. Whackos. Bullies. Insane. Cold-hearted.

Evil. Nut jobs. Murderers. Not to mention a

NEVER BEEN lot of names most of us would never repeat.
For the national news media, it's not
AS SAVAGELY about truth. It's about destroying the NRA to
ATTACKED AS destroy the Second Amendment. So they'll
go on any attack they can and tell any lie they
DURING THE conjure. It reminds me of the lyrics of that old
PAST YEAR. Don Henley song, “Dirty Laundry.”

Dirty little secrets
Dirty little lies
We got our dirty little fingers
In everybody’s pie
We love to cut you down to size
We love dirty laundry

We can do “The Innuendo”
We can dance and sing
When it’s said and done

We haven't told you a thing

We all know that Kraft is king
Give us dirty laundry

If it were just a matter of most of the
media hating NRA members, that would be
one thing. But it's far more than that. We face
a well-orchestrated, coordinated, deliber-

Like us on Facebook at the ate effort to demean and diminish the NRA
National Rifle Association. and regulate our freedom out of existence.
For related articles, go to You see, the national news media have been
nrapublications.org. taken over by a new wave of European-style
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We Won't Waver Despite Media Attacks

socialists who don't believe in our constitu-
tional freedom or free-market capitalism.
These are the principles that have made
America the greatest nation on Earth.

The 5 million men and women of the NRA,
and the millions of American gun owners who
look to us for leadership, might be the only
group capable of stopping these European-
style socialists from achieving their dream state.

That is why the national media attacks
against the NRA have become so aggressive.

Just this past February, NBC’s Chuck Todd
said this about the NRA: “They [NRA] are
showing no empathy. ... They seem to stick
their head in the sand. Not even wanting
to pretend to offer answers or solutions or
alternative ideas. ... They have not presented
themselves as part of the solution.”

Not part of the solution? We've offered
the only solutions that work. So, one more
time, I'll remind all of the national news media
about where the NRA stands.

e We remain steadfast in our com-
mitment to individual freedom, and
empowering law-abiding Americans
to make their own decisions about
the safety and security of themselves
and their families.

®  We are absolutely determined to pass
the Concealed Carry Reciprocity Act.

We have repeatedly offered real solutions
that are proven to work:

e  Put trained, armed security in every

school.

e  Fix the broken mental health system.

e  Enforce the federal gun laws against
every drug dealer and criminal gang
member on the street to stop them
before they get to their next victim.

* Immediately prosecute dangerous
people when they show up to buy
a gun.

e  And once and for all, heed our call
that has gone unanswered for 25
years: force every state to submit the
name of every last prohibited person
into the background check system.

These are real solutions that respect the
individual freedom that is the birthright of
every law-abiding American citizen.

No matter how hard the national news
media tries to bully and cow us into submis-
sion, NRA members will never, ever waver
in defense of the individual liberty of every
single law-abiding American.

Together, we will always stand as
“Freedom’s Safest Place.”

oo Z



SHOOTS HOLES
IN EVERY EXCU

TOUGH, RELIABLE AND WITHIN REACH, THERE’S
NO EXCUSE NOT TO OWN THE WORLD’S FINEST

CARBINE.
After years of raising the bar on long-range shooting with our

50 caliber, Barrett has now created our next generation AR. We call
it the REC7 DI, and, while incredibly light, it carries some truly
weighty attributes. A highly customizable direct impingement
rifle, the REC7 DI can be adapted to your specific preferences.
What’s more, in true Barrett tradition, this rifle is hand-built and
intensely precise for accuracy that’s truly one of a kind. Shoot it
thousands of times, drag it through the mud, submerge it in the
water; whatever the case, it's built to be reliable for years.

B Ea nnETT The REC7 from Barrett. Shoots holes in every excuse.
d o

BARRETT.NET/REC7DI | #REC7DI

BOLT CARRIER GROUP HANDGUARD STAINLESS STEEL BARREL MUZZLE DEVICE
Plated in a super tough DLC Lightweight and balanced, AND OPTIMIZED CHAMBER Available with 3-prong

finish that eases cleaning and with fully customizable Chambered, threaded and crowned flash hider or Barrett

increases reliability. rail system. in-house by BARRETT® craftsmen. muzzle brake.

Shown with optional accessories.
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Mentor a New Shooter,
Save the Second Amendment

ay has been designated NRA
M Mentor Initiative month. The NRA,

with support from the firearm in-
dustry, has designed an initiative with a very
simple objective; we are calling on each of
our 5-million-and-growing NRA members—
and everyone else in the firearm commu-
nity—to find someone who has never fired a
firearm before, take them to the range and
help them put their first rounds on target.

There's no better way to inform Americans
on the Second Amendment than to provide
a positive, first-hand experience. It's been my
experience that within minutes of the safety
briefing, a lesson on marksmanship and the
first pull of the trigger, all of the precon-
ceived notions and media-fueled biases melt
away, leaving only an excited smile and a
desire for more.

Whether your newcomer ultimately joins
the firearm community or simply walks away
more informed, they've left learning some
invaluable lessons—not the least of which is
gun safety. | would also hope the next time
they hear a discussion regarding firearms,
gun rights or gun owners that doesn’t relate
with their own, first-hand experience, they
will be much more likely to see and call out
bogus information for what it is. Perhaps
more importantly, they will be inclined to
speak up and set the record straight for
those less informed.

It's often said, “A lie will make its way
around the globe before the truth can get
its boots laced up.” Sadly, plenty of media
outlets are happy to give globe-trotting
untruths a free ride. Each and every person
who knows the facts can serve as a stoplight
long enough for the truth about firearms and
gun owners to catch up.

The benefits of mentorship don't end
there. Serving as a mentor is also a great
refresher course in gun safety and marks-
manship for yourself. Plus, you're doing
your part to improve public safety. A more
knowledgeable firearm owner in a commu-
nity makes a positive overall difference to
everyone's safety.

This mentoring initiative is an extension
of NRA's founding principles—providing
gun safety, training and education to all
Americans. By becoming a mentor, you get
to introduce the training process to a new-
comer. While we advise all new shooters to
train with NRA Certified Instructors, we recog-
nize that many people are more comfortable
getting started with a knowledgeable friend
or loved one.
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This mentorship effort reminds me of a
question | sometimes hear, “What is the NRA
doing for me today?” | challenge you to ask
yourself, “What am | doing for the Second
Amendment and America?” | suggest you
can do something for America, for our
treasured Second Amendment today after
you finish reading this. You can get up, make
a phone call and take your niece, nephew,
neighbor, grandson, granddaughter or friend
to the shooting range.

It's on all of us to be chief ambassadors
for the Second Amendment and to ensure
its viability for generations to come. It's no
secret, more and more young Americans grow
up in urban environments void of family and
friends to teach them about responsible fire-
arm ownership. Frighteningly, more and more
young Americans are learning about guns
from television news stories, movies, video
games or newspaper headlines. The best way
to counteract misinformation gained from any
of these sources is to help people learn the
truth through first-hand experiences.

TO HELP YOU GET
STARTED AS A MENTOR, |
ENCOURAGE YOU TO VISIT
NRAPUBLICATIONS.
ORG/MENTOR
TO DOWNLOAD
A FREE COPY

OF THE NRA'S

“A GUIDE FOR
NEW SHOOTERS."

We've all had mentors in
life. Virtually all of us owe our successes to
the critical guidance of at least a handful
of people. We remember those people; we
hold them in high regard, and in many ways
we emulate them in our everyday lives. This
is your opportunity to be that person for
someone else.

Do your part to keep our communities
safer, to keep our kids on the right track
and to forever secure our precious Second
Amendment.

Become a mentor.

SRS S
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POLITICAL REPORT

By Chris W. Cox
NRA-ILA
Executive Director

YOUR MEMBERSHIP
DUES ARE NOT
ENOUGH.

If you want to DEFEND your
right to own and carry a
firearm ...

If your FREEDOM to hunt and
shoot is important to you ...

Then you need to SUPPORT
the NRA Institute for
Legislative Action.

We are the only arm of
NRA specifically charged
with defending your
Second Amendment
freedoms on Capitol Hill,
and in state legislatures and
courtrooms across America.

Visit nraila.org/donate
to support NRA-ILA today!

NRA-ILA: (800) 392-8683
NRA-ILA website: nraila.org
For related articles, go to
nrapublications.org.

Gun Control Supporters Are
Counting on Appeasement

Y/ he notion that |, or Hillary, or
Democrats, or whoever you want to

choose, are hell-bent on taking away

folks’ guns is just not true—and | don't care
how many times the NRA says it.”

—Barack Obama, June 1, 2016.

The former president’s statement was a lie
when he said it. Less than a year earlier, the
44th president had lauded Great Britain and
Australia’s confiscatory gun control policies.

Like Obama, the more clever anti-gun
activists, eager to curry favor with moderate
Americans, have sought to assure the public
that they seek only minor, “reasonable” or
“common-sense” changes to current policy.
According to these con artists, they only
want to restrict a small subset of extremely
dangerous firearms or keep firearms away
from unpopular demographics.

What these gun controllers don't tell you
is that the guns they want to ban are yours,
whether that is an AR-15, a pump-action
shotgun or a .38 revolver. The unsavory
demographic they want to prohibit from
owning firearms is law-abiding Americans.
Aside from being bad policy on their own
merits, each incremental step that Americans
acquiesce to facilitates the next and brings
gun control advocates closer to their ultimate
goal of civilian disarmament.

The blueprint was laid out by National
Council to Control Handguns (now Brady
Campaign to Prevent Gun Violence) Chairman
Nelson T. “Pete” Shields in a 1976 interview
with The New Yorker. Shields explained, “I'm
convinced that we have to have federal legis-
lation to build on. We're going to have to take
one step at a time, and the first step is neces-
sarily—given the political realities—going to
be very modest.” Elaborating, Shields went
on to say, “So then we'll have to start working
again to strengthen that law, and then again
to strengthen the next law, and maybe again
and again. Right now, though, we'd be satis-
fied not with half a loaf but with a slice. Our
ultimate goal—total control of handguns in
the United States—is going to take time.”

In their more candid moments, gun con-
trollers have confessed to this approach. In
a 1996 piece for The Washington Post titled,
“Disarm the Citizenry. But not yet,” columnist
Charles Krauthammer wrote, “Passing a law
like the assault weapons ban is a symbolic—
purely symbolic—move in that direction. Its
only real justification is not to reduce crime
but to desensitize the public to the regula-
tion of weapons in preparation for their
ultimate confiscation.”
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Such brazen admissions used to be infre-
quent. If anything good can be said about
the ugly tenor of recent anti-gun outbursts, it
is that by embracing fanaticism our oppo-
nents have betrayed the terminal goals of the
measured strategy pursued by more prudent
gun control advocates.

Take The New York Times, which has
long served as the chief propaganda arm
of the gun control establishment. In 2015, a
Times editorial declared that “large catego-
ries” of commonly owned firearms “must
be outlawed.” Endorsing confiscation, the
Times declared that a law must be enacted
that “would require Americans who own
those kinds of weapons to give them up.” In
October and February, Times columnist Bret
Stephens advocated for the U.S. to “Repeal
the Second Amendment.”

Not to be outdone, in February, The
Washington Post published a piece from
commentator Max Boot which argued that
the country should “rethink the Second
Amendment.” The Boston Globe ran a
piece in November in which writer David
Scharfenberg contended that gun control
supporters will “have to persuade more
people of the need to confiscate millions of
those firearms.” That same month, former
Obama Senior Advisor Dan Pfeiffer called for
Australian-style gun confiscation.

Like their friends in the media, more anti-
gun politicians have revealed the full scope of
their ambitions. In recent years, each session
of the California State Assembly has degen-
erated into a perverse search for the most
severe gun restrictions the 9th Circuit Court of
Appeals will sanction. In 2013, New York City
officials sent permit holders letters ordering
them to surrender registered semi-automatic
rifles or remove them from the city. As of
press time, the lllinois House has voted to
confiscate commonly owned semi-automatic
rifles held by the state’s 18- to 20-year-old
Firearm Owner Identification (FOID) Card
holders. If enacted, these young adults would
have 90 days to turn in their guns.

We know where the gun control measures
that our opposition markets as “common
sense” lead, because our opponents have
told us time and again. Law-abiding gun
owners must recognize that the so-called
“reasonable regulations” proposed by gun
control proponents are nothing but a foot-
hold for greater restrictions on our rights.

&é-a.&;/
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By Chris W. Cox

NRA-ILA
Executive Director

‘““Reasonable restrictions.”

“‘Gun violence prevention.”

“Gun safety measures.”

|
“Keeping firearms out of the wrong hands.”

“#gunsense.”

owever gun control advocates couch
H their agenda these days, the end result

is always the same: innocent, upstanding
people are scapegoated for the evil acts of others
who broke the law. Just ask the young adults in
lllinois who are now facing the possible confisca-
tion of their lawfully obtained firearms.

They did everything the law required of
them. They kept their noses clean and passed
background checks. They dutifully obtained their
mandatory Firearm Owner’s Identification (FOID)
Card. They patiently endured lllinois’ mandatory
waiting period. They made sure the firearm of
their choice was lawful in their local jurisdiction.

None of that matters under legislation that
has already passed the House of the lllinois
General Assembly and will likely be law by the
time you are reading this. That bill, H.R. 1465,
categorically bans adults ages 18 to 20 from
possessing certain firearms otherwise available
under state law. These include essentially all
semi-automatic, magazine-fed, center-fire rifles
and various other semi-automatic handguns and
shotguns that have specified features.

The proponents of the bill refer to some of
the newly regulated firearms with the epithet

"assault weapon,” but that term is as malleable
and unfixed in the gun control universe as other
trendy “social justice” catchphrases that are used
to express moral disapproval. Just as a restaurant
can be accused of “cultural appropriation” for
serving an inauthentic variant of regional cuisine,
for example, a telescoping stock could turn an
otherwise lawful rifle or shotgun into contraband
under H.R. 1465, no matter what the firearm's
overall length or weight.

What is evil about being able to adjust the
length of pull on a long gun to a person’s particu-
lar physical dimensions or outerwear as to merit
criminal punishment?

Absolutely nothing.

And what is dangerous about FOID-carrying
young adults in the Land of Lincoln that they
must relinquish their guns or risk having them
confiscated by force?

Absolutely nothing.

The Legislature hasn't claimed the targeted
firearms or population are suddenly at the center
of an emergent violent crime wave in lllinois.

To the contrary, even as the bill was making its
way through the General Assembly, newspa-
pers were highlighting the welcome news that
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firearm-related violence in Chicago
had fallen for the 12th straight month
in a row, with shootings down nearly
30 percent compared to the first two
months of 2017.

Instead, what anti-gun forces in
lllinois were reacting to—or, more
accurately, exploiting—was a single
crime committed in Parkland, Fla., by
a 19-year-old who legally purchased
his murder weapon. As horrific as that
crime was, it is hardly representative of
the sorts of daily firearm-related crimes
that criminals in Chicago and other
places continue to commit on a much
more regular and predictable basis,
defying every law that would purport
to stand in their way.

Indeed, mass shootings are so rare
that James Alan Fox, a professor of

of at least two FBI tips warning of the
potential for violence. And he had been
examined—but ultimately not commit-
ted—Dby local mental health authorities.
Perhaps most shocking of all were
reports that once the shooting at the
school actually started, at least one—
perhaps more—armed, uniformed
deputies were present but did not
immediately intervene, instead taking
up a defensive posture outside the
school as shots within could be heard.
No doubt a clear and accurate picture
of just what happened on the scene is
months away, if it ever emerges at all.
But despite all these missed
opportunities for intervention to stop
an obviously deranged individual, the
national debate has focused neither on
the confessed killer nor on the fact that

T o T e e

YOUNG ADULTS WHO OWN
GUNS ARE BEING PORTRAYED
AS MENACES TO PUBLIC SAFETY.

criminology at Northeastern University
who studies those types of crimes,
noted in a USA Today opinion column
that students are 10 times more likely
to be accidentally killed while walking
or biking to school.

Like Chicago’s typical gang-related
homicides, these types of accidents
rarely make the national news. But
then, they're not being used to push
a long-standing national agenda that
plays on fear, ignorance and misinfor-
mation, rather than on an honest and
accurate assessment of the facts and
a willingness to confront complex and
multifaceted problems.

In the case of the Parkland accused
murderer, one red flag after another
was raised and ignored. This was not
a case where the confessed killer
escaped prior notice. He had extensive
disciplinary problems in school. Police
had responded to calls at his residence
dozens of times. He even called the
police to report himself, confessing to
fighting and struggling with the recent
death of his mother. He was the subject
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every official mechanism that might
have been able to make a difference
somehow failed.

Instead, the debate has been
centered squarely on the NRA and its
5 million members, as well as semi-
automatic rifles that are statistically
under-represented in firearm-related
homicide. The takeaway promoted by
the media, social justice activists and
opportunistic corporate virtue-signalers
is that you, the law-abiding American
gun owner, are to blame. And you
must accept curbs on your rights, if not
necessarily to stop further crime, then
at least as an act of civic penance for
someone else’s misdeeds.

The national response, in other
words, could hardly be more
misdirected.

Well-meaning gun owners who
want nothing more than for all young
Americans to grow up free from fear of
violent crime, some with kids of their
own, were portrayed as the enemies
of their countrymen by a media seized
with the conviction that the tide had

finally turned against the Second
Amendment. Their voices and their
perspectives were shouted down or
vilified, simply because they did not
embrace the agenda.

In addition, young adults who
happened to own guns were being
categorically portrayed as menaces to
public safety. And it didn't matter who
they were or how their own circum-
stances might deviate from caricatures
of clueless teenagers. People who are
20-year-olds with children, jobs and
residences of their own—who as much
as anyone need to protect themselves
and their families—were stereotyped
as impulsive, irresponsible and igno-
rant. Americans at the prime age for
military service—the demographic the
nation literally depends on for national
defense—were dismissed en masse as
being incapable of safely and responsi-
bly exercising their constitutional right
to arms.

It remains to be seen how lllinois’
FOID card system might be used to
enforce any new age restrictions in
the state. That system is effectively a
registry of gun owners—including their
birth dates—but it doesn’t record the
specific firearms they own. Still, it could
precipitate visits from law enforce-
ment personnel seeking “voluntary”
cooperation with the new restric-
tions, much like the “knock and talk”
system California uses to “request”
cooperation from persons who lawfully
obtained firearms that later became
prohibited. The further irony, of course,
is that exploiting the FOID system
would promote enforcement action
against those who originally obtained
the newly banned guns lawfully but not
against those who didn't.

Which brings me back to my origi-
nal point. Blameworthiness and moral
agency are irrelevant to the modern
gun control movement. If you have
guns, they want them, whoever you
are. And if they are willing to claim
that young adults as a class are not
safe enough to have them, who's to
say they won't eventually paint the
elderly and others with the same
broad brush?

That's why no gun owner, young or
old, no matter what type of gun he or
she owns, can afford to be complacent
about their rights. We can’t know when
the next high-profile firearm-related
offense will make national news. But
we certainly know who will be blamed
for it.
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Safe in Your

t some point, you may

find yourself making an
unplanned trip to a facility
where guns are banned. A
loved one’s visit to an emer-
gency room, for example, is
never on the schedule and
when the unthinkable hap-
pens while you're carrying
it's understandable—
although probably still ille-
gal—if you forget in your
rush to be at their side.

“Most people don't even
turn their head when a car
alarm goes off anymore,”
Neal Emery, Hornady com-
munications manager said.
“For a quick smash-and-
grab-type robbery, the alarm
does little to no good.”

Dire situations don't hold
an exclusive on the quan-
dary, either. EAA Corp.'s
Sales and Marketing
Specialist Justin Peters
explained further, “Common
examples include visiting
the post office, federal
building or bank...."

And criminals are catching
on. “In 2017, over one-third
of firearms that were stolen
in the city of Abilene (TX)
were from car burglaries

_—

alone,” ABC-TV affiliate KTXS
stated on Jan. 28. The same
day, the Kansas City Star
reported, “Some of Kansas
City’s (MO) worst spots for
gun thefts included KCI Expo
Center during gun shows,
and in the parking lot for
Chiefs games at Arrowhead
Stadium and in cars outside
nightclubs and concerts that
don't allow customers to
bring guns inside.”

“Many, if not all, states
have certain places you can-
not carry concealed into,”
Emery said. “...and having a
secure area in your vehicle
to store a firearm is a smart
move. Having a secure stor-
age device that offers quick
access when you need it is
even smarter.”

Finding the right one for
your needs can be difficult.
Hornady Project Engineer
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Hornady

Matt Mack wrote in an
e-mail, “When most safes
just look like black metal
boxes, it is tough for con-
sumers to see the difference
between a quality firearm-
storage device and a cheap
tin can. That is why Hornady
deliberately designed the
RAPID safes to exceed ASTM
and CA DOJ standards.”
Cody Keyser, national
sales manager for GunVault
agrees on the Golden State
certification. “California

Quick Shots
The United States Marine
Corps is in the process of
fielding the M38 designated
marksman rifle, which
features a Leupold TS-30A2

Mark 4 MR/T riflescope. The
configuration is to be known
as the Squad-Designated
Marksman Rifle. The TS-30A2

Department of Justice is a
good standard to look for
when choosing a personal
safe for your vehicle,” he
said. In addition, you should
look for a “slim-body style to
easily conceal out of plain
sight and proper cables or
mounting to fixture the safe
to the vehicle,” he added.

“Construction and easy
access are definitely impor-
tant,” Emery said. “Having
14-gauge steel with multiple
locking lugs thwarts easy
break-in and provides
strong pry resistance.”

Hornady and GunVault
have models that are ideal
for the job. EAA's ABDO
doesn't quite fit the precise
definition of a vehicular
safe, but the security and
versatility the models offer
makes them worthy of
consideration—whether
your access concerns are at
home, work or on the road.

Peters bluntly explained
why anyone with a carry
permit should investin a
vehicle safe. “You don't want
to be unarmed for your
whole day because you
need to make astopina
gun-free zone,” he
summarized.

“Don’t make yourself an
easy target for theft,” Keyser
added. “Putting your carry
gun under a seat, in a con-
sole orin a glove box are not
good forms of security for
your firearm.”

Mark 4 MR/T has previously
been fielded with the Mk
12 Special Purpose Rifle.
Featuring a 2.5-8x36 mm
design, this scope was
engineered with mid-range
applications in mind, and
includes tactical turrets and
range-estimating reticles.
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Annual l\_/le_etings"in

arly this month, more

than 80,000 NRA mem-
bers, supporters and media
will gather in Dallas, TX, for
the 147th NRA Annual
Meetings and Exhibits. From
May 3 to 6 the city will be
the center of the firearm
universe, attracting more
than 800 exhibitors eager to
showcase their latest guns,
gear and services.

The gathering always
attracts the industry’s finest,
and assembled experts will
also be sharing their wealth
of knowledge at seminars,
workshops, special events
and banquets. There’s much
more on tap, something for

the entire family and the list
is long enough that it’s
impossible to cover every-
thing here. Visit NRAAM.org
for full details, but the area
also has quite a few unique
attractions you might try to
squeeze into your schedule.
Here's a look at a few.

Sights

The Dallas Museum of Art
features more than 24,000
pieces, spanning 5,000 years
of humankind'’s creativity in
all cultures. Add the Dallas

CLAY COLEMAN

Arboretum and Botanical
Garden with the farmer’s
market, and there’s plenty to
do outdoors, too. You might
always want to put the
George W. Bush Presidential
Center on your schedule.

Food

There are 12,000 eateries
in Dallas, but one of the top

DCVB
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Dallas

choices is Fearing's
Restaurant. It specializes in
“Elevated American
Cuisine,” with no borders
and bold flavors. Esquire
named it restaurant of the
year and table of the year,
and it was number one in

a Zagat survey for in-hotel
dining. Of course, no visit

to the Lone Star State is
complete without some Tex-
Mex, and Ojeda’s Restaurant
is known for serving up the
real deal. If you're into the
knight life, check out
Medieval Times Dinner

and Tournament.

Ranges

There’s no shortage of
shooting facilities in Texas,
and the Dallas area is no
exception. The Target
Master Indoor Shooting
Center in nearby Garland
has 18 pistol lanes, six
50-yarders for rifle, a full-
service store and rentals
available. Located on

DCVB

467 acres, Elm Forks
Shooting Sports Facility con-
tains two pro shops, club-
house, trap, skeet, 5-stand,
pistol bays, tactical bays, rifle
range and is also home to a
dedicated airgun range.

provide a win-
ning edgeina
deadly con-
frontation
with an
opportunistic
predator.
Attackers
will get the
point when
you draw an

hen the worst happens, the utility of a
paracord survival bracelet can be life-
saving. Unfortunately, they don’t usually

Outoor Edge Para-Claw

Outdoor Edge Para-Claw. Its 1.5-inch hawk-
bill blade rides unseen in a sheath that locks
the bracelet securely on your arm, and the

hand-tied paracord
comes in large,
medium and small to
accommodate differ-
ent wrist sizes.

It's available in
three colors and each
come with a stainless
steel blade. Visit
outdooredge.com to
order; MSRP: $29.95.

Quick Shots continued

Federal Premium has won
a five-year contract worth
up to $20 million from the
U.S. Naval Surface Warfare
Center-Crane Division,
operated under the U.S.
Navy’s Naval Sea Systems
Command. Terms of the
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agreement begin this year
for the delivery of .40-caliber
frangible training rounds
employing Federal Premium’s
lead-free Catalyst high-
performance primer.

The French National Police
recently awarded Speer

a long-term contract for

its 124-grain, 9 mm Gold
Dot Duty ammunition.
France’s Ministry of Interior
mandated in 2010 that

the use of cartridges with
full-metal-jacketed bullets
be discontinued.
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Shooter’s Bookshelf THE

The Dry Fire Primer
By Annette Evans
Self-published

$7.99 plus S&H

ry-fire practice is one of

those things, like exercis-
ing or flossing your teeth.
You know it's good for you.
You know you should be
doing it every day. Yet, when
it comes down to it, you find
a million and one excuses
not to do it.

From a brief description of
dry fire—practicing without
live ammunition—to
describe the when, why and
how, “The Dry Fire Primer”
really does cover the subject
thoroughly. Evans begins
with the “Why,” focusing on
the benefits of running your
firearm off the range and
lists solid reasons and exam-

DRY FIRE PRIMER
ples why dry tion” should
practice is something go
beneficial. wrong. Evans
Obviously, e~y offers several
gaining famil- H. recommenda-
jarity with your ‘k tions that even
pistol is a huge apartment-

benefit, but
dry fire brings
even more.
Adding in difficult drills,
drawing from a holster,
moving while shooting;
these next-level concepts
are excellent challenges to
overcome in dry practice.
On the live range, a mistake
can be quite costly; it makes
sense to work through the
hardest parts in the privacy
of your own home.
Obviously, a dry-fire prac-
tice area should be defined,
ideally with a “safe direc-

ANNETTE EVANS

dwellers can use,

and stresses the

importance of
being safe in one’s dry
practice (a theme carried
throughout the book).

The largest section of
“The Dry Fire Primer” obvi-
ously centers on the “How.”
Tips, drills and other helpful
items are liberally placed
throughout this lengthy
section, well-worth reading
and re-reading a few times.
There are plain and hard
truths in this book, and
certainly much to learn.

Shooting Off

“Had he not been in

the right place at the
right time, who knows
what would have
happened... But, he
definitely stopped the
attack from continuing
and becoming much
worse. He might have
even saved either one of
their lives. It could have
gone really bad, even

for the suspect.”

—Cpl. Cory Waters of the Spring-
ville, UT, police told Salt Lake City’s
Fox 13 news after Derek Meyer
presented his handgun to stop

a perpetrator severely beating a
law enforcement officer during a
traffic stop in early February.

graved with the Tl logo, BTB logo,
S Nissignaure on the models:

John “TIG” Tiegen Special Edition

KR Firearms Group

WWW.KAHR.COM | WWW.TOMMYGUN.COM | WWW.MAGNUMRESEARCH.COM

John “Tig” Tiegen, Member of the Benghazi Annex Security Team,
Military Consultant, Hero of Benghazi Attack, and Co-Author of 13 Hours.
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o900

CHAMPION-LEVEL PERFORMANCE - ROUND AFTER ROUND.
Mag-fed 590M shotguns from Mossberg® utilize the world’s only
detachable double-stack shotgun magazines. As America’s
oldest family-owned and operated firearms manufacturer,
we’ve been building dependable, hardworking shotguns
and rifles since 1919. American built. American strong.
ARM YOURSELF WITH MOSSBERG.

990M MAG-FED SHOTGUN MOSSBERG

DETACHABLE, DOUBLE-STACK 10-ROUND MAGAZINE
ARM YOURSELF.

MOSSBERG.COM/ARMYOURSELF

ARM YOURSELF WITH SAFETY A STORE FIREARMS SECURELY, INACCESSIBLE TO CHILDREN AND UNAUTHORIZED USERS.




SHOTS FIRED News | Notes | Miscellaneous

Browning Hi-Power BOWS Out inspectors approved it in

1927, but FN relied on the

Browning has & National to expertise of Dieudonné
announced its S=== Createanew Saive to improve on the
Hi-Power pistols are no = v military side- locked-breech recoil ver-
longer in production. arm, the sion. He's credited with

“Current dealer inventories
will be the last available
from Browning for the
foreseeable future,” its
website explains.
Supply is scarce, how-
ever, because avail-
ability to dealers ended

design required an all-new completing the project,
approach because he'd sold  rightfully so, and the final
the 1911 patents to Colt. In product included his stag-
When Browning 1925 he'd completed the gered-cartridge magazine.
was commis- work, and a year later he The handgun was officially
sioned by was dead—making this his adopted by the Belgian
Belgium’s Fabrique  last gun design. U.S. patent military in 1935.

sometime in 2017. Recent Quick Shots Continued
production Mark Ills or When Elon Musk’s The Bor- Unfortunately, Shooting casings it produced in
Standards are easiest to ing Company—the SpaceX lllustrated was unable to Lot No. W1TL0070 with QC
find, being the last models and Tesla founder’s offshoot  secure one for exhaustive No. 012218, have slightly
to come out of the factory. to create tunnels under BBQ testing over the Memo- oversize primer pockets.
John Moses Browning's major cities to ease traffic rial Day weekend. Customers with the affected
1911 handgun design, and congestion—announced it Peterson Cartridge Company,  lot should e-mail bpreston@
its subsequent 100 years of was making a limited run of ~ which specializes in produc- petersoncartridge.com,
popularity, cast a long and 20,000 flamethrowers for ing match-grade brass, has and the company will cover
unearned shadow over his $500 each, pre-orders were announced a small number shipping and replacement
subsequent Hi-Power work. sold out in less than a week.  of the 6.5 Creedmoor SRP of product.

SUPPRESSION SYSTEMS

OUR PASSION FOR DECREASING SOUND. INCREASING
ACCURACY AND DECREASING WEIGHT IS FUNDAMENTAL IN
EVERY SUPPRESSOR SYSTEM WE MANUFACTURE.
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LAR-15IRSMID IRS1815K
k
MSRP: $1565*

INTRODUCING THE

LAR-15 IRS MID**

With its integrated folding sights, multiple
accessory rails,and RRA performance-tuned
engineering, trustworthy backup is always at

arm's length.
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EXCLUSIVE:

RRA Helical
Muzzle Brake

UG RN T (8 S8 CALIBER: 5.56MM NATO CHAMBER FOR 5.56 8223
WEIGHT: 78 POUNDS ~ LENGTH: 345"
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Remington

Bankruptcy Reorganization

Remington Outdoors announced it was
restructuring and filing for protection
under Chapter 11. The press release
explained it has reached a“...
Restructuring Support
Agreement (RSA) with
creditors holding a
majority of the FGI
Operating Company,
LLC Term Loans due in
2019 and 7.875% Senior Secured Notes due
in 2020...The RSA provides for the reduc-
tion of approximately $700 million of
Remington’s consolidated outstanding
indebtedness and the contribution of $145
million of new capital into Remington'’s
operating subsidiaries, markedly strength-
ening the Company’s consolidated liquidity,
balance sheet and competitiveness.”

The company isn't the industry’s first to
file for protection during reorganization,
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although it is America’s oldest gunmaker, a
legacy addressed by Remington Executive
Chairman Jim Geisler in the announcement.
“Since its founding over 200 years
ago, Remington has been a
uniquely American
company and brand,”
he said. “Our longevity
is owed to generations
of loyal customers and
hard-working employees who met chal-
lenges and delivered results. Difficult indus-
try conditions make today’s agreement
prudent. | am confident this regrouping
ensures that Remington will continue as
both a strong company and an indelible
part of our national heritage.”
“Remington’s business operations will
continue to operate in the normal course
and will not be disrupted by the restructur-
ing process,” the press release stated.
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Quick Shots Continued

The Swedish Army has
awarded Aimpoint a
contract for roughly

$2.5 million for CompM5
and MPS3 red-dot sights.
The U.S. State Department
is already using the former,
and more than 1.5 million
Aimpoint sights are in use
by militaries worldwide.
The Civilian Marksmanship
Program received its first
shipment of U.S. military
surplus 1911s in late Janu-
ary. The lot of 8,000 needed
to be inventoried, graded
and test fired prior to sale.
Federal Premium secured
a contract for Immigration
and Customs Enforcement
for up to 180 million
rounds of .40 S&W Tactical
HST ammo. The contract is
valid for up to five years.

» Cleans & dissolves traces

.

of copper, lead, brass,
& zinc.

» Lubricates & protects

firearms, lock, stock
& barrel.

» -Forms a film that
protects-against rust.

» Will' never gum-up or
harden. Ideal for pistol
grips, & rifle stocks.

» Neutralizes & removes
black powder and
corrosive ammo
residue.
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FILIES'IN THE
FACE OF N ONE

Gone are days of bullpup casings ejecting into your line of sight. With patented downward shell ejection,

the Kel-Tec® RDB™ is simply the bullpup done right. It's completely ambidextrous,

adjustable for a wide variety of ammunition and features the best factory bullpup
trigger ever. In other words, the only thing the RDB flies in the face of is mediocrity.
I
. [G

Innovation. Performance. Kel-Tec. See more at KelTecWeapons.com.
©2018 Kel-Tec CNC Industries, Inc



SKILLS CHECK | Ed Head

Es Sope Mountin'
and Rifle Zero

Adding a magnified optic or red-dot sight to
your longarm doesn’t have to be difficult.

As someone who shoots and tests a lot of
rifles and scopes, I've learned how to make
the process as easy as possible. While |
usually deal with one or two new rifles a
month, there are times when | have set up 20
or 30 for a media event at Gunsite. Here's
some guidance on how to put everything
together and zero the rifle with a minimum
of difficulty.

When | set up a new rifle the first thing |
dois go over it and check all the screws and
bolts to make sure they're tight or torqued
to the correct value if called for. You'd be
surprised how many scope mounts I've found
that need attention. There have been times
when I've skipped this step only to find |
can't get the rifle to group because parts are
wobbling. Unless you want to get smacked in
the eyebrow by a scope, it's generally a good
idea to move the scope as far forward as you
can. To determine this, install the scope
bases, put the scope in the rings loosely and
move it fore and aft as you look through it.

If it's a variable-power scope, do this with the
scope set on the highest magnification so
you can determine where it needs to be to
get a fullimage in the eyepiece.

Leveling the scope in relation to the rifle is
next. | like to put the rifle in a rest, secure it,
level it with a bubble level then place the
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level on the top scope cap, turning the scope
until it lines up. Next, | tighten the rings just
a bit, take the rifle out of the rest and look
through it with the rifle to my shoulder, both
standing and on a benchrest. If everything
looks lined up, I'm good to go and can
proceed with tightening down the scope
ring screws. | usually don’t use thread locker,
but when | do, | use non-permanent ver-
sions. | move scopes around a lot, but if
you're going for a permanent setup you may
want to go ahead and use thread locker,
especially on rifles that have a lot of recoil.
While you have therrifle in a rest you might
want to bore sight it. This involves placing a
target at 25 yards (I use one on a cardboard
box in my driveway) and looking through the
scope to see if the crosshair and boresight
are pointing in the same place. If not, adjust
the scope until you're close.

At the range, | first shoot at 25 yards to see
if I'm on the paper. If so, a couple of shots can
be made to adjust the point-of-impact to
coincide with 25 yards. | then move back to
100 yards and refine the zero. Knowing the
ballistics of your ammunition can help you
determine a zero range. The ammo compa-
nies have ballistic programs online and you
can download them for your smartphone.
Often, the trajectory information is printed
on the ammunition box. As an example, for
a 200-yard zero you may want to be hitting
1.5 inches high at 100 yards. Although this
magazine wants me to shoot five-shot
groups, | use three-shot groups when I'm not
shooting for an article. | figure those extra
two shots tell you more about my skill, or
lack thereof, than they do about the accuracy
of the rifle, scope and ammunition.

Here’s your drill: With your properly
mounted scope, get to the range and
properly zero your rifle.

With the rifle in a secure rest, fire a
three-shot group at 25 yards.

Noting the distance to the target and the
location of your group in relation to your
aiming point, adjust your point-of-impact
accordingly.

Fire a second, three-shot group to confirm
proper zero.

Move the target out to 100 yards and fire a
third three-shot group, making necessary
adjustments for increased distance.

With proper adjustments and trigger
control, this should be easily accomplished
with less than a box of ammo.&
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PRO SHOP

Off-Body Carry Options

Dress for success, but when circumstances prevent conventional concealed-
carry methods, the following items may offer alternative peace of mind.

From its 100-percent
cotton outer shell to
its polyester inner
lining, the Nine Line
Apparel 3 Season
Concealed Carry
Jacket will be your
go-to casual compan-
ion from fall to spring.
Best of all, the interior
features a conceal-
ment pocket with
hook-and-loop
closures for your EDC
handgun along with
four compartments
for spare magazines.
Two tricot-lined front
zipper pockets can
accommodate other
essentials such as
your keys, sunglasses
or smartphone.

MSRP: $159.99
ninelineapparel.com
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Designed for left- or
right-handed use, the
Gungoddess.com
Classic Hobo
Concealed-Carry
Purse includes a
wire-reinforced
removable shoulder
strap that safeguards
against slash-and-
grab theft attempts,
while its 7-inch-

tall, side-zippered
opening allows even
gloved hands to easily
access the spacious
pistol compartment,
complete with holster.
The back also contains
a zippered pocket.

MSRP: $84
gungoddess.com
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In addition to
including a day-plan-
ner calendar and a
pad of ruled paper,
the Galco Hidden
Agenda measures
9.5 inches long and
contains a built-in
holster, plus room for
spare ammo, con-
cealed beneath its
padded, elegant-
looking, full-grain
leather lid that
prevents printing. A
lockable zipper and a
wrist strap provide
added security.

Constructed of
1000-denier nylon
with reinforced
stitching for hard use,
the Blackhawk
Covert Carry
Messenger Bag
allows you to bug-out
at a moment’s notice
with crucial, life-
saving gear. Interior
pockets of various
sizes can accommo-
date pens, maps,
glasses, a flashlight,
ID, tablet and other
accessories like

spare magazines.

Offering discretion
and security for select
subcompact semi-
automatic handguns,
the EAA ABDO Safe
is constructed from
robust, thick-walled
polymer, features a
wide metal belt clip
and resembles the
“armored” cases for
larger mobile phones.
Simply flicking the
top-mounted la